ATTRIBUTES OF A HEALTHY CHURCH

· UNITY

“BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  It is like the precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, running down on the edge of his garments.  It is like the dew of Hermon, descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the Lord commanded the blessing-Life forevermore.”  (Psalm 133)

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:1-4)

“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.  And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  And great grace was upon them all.”       (Acts 4:32-33)

“But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.”  (Titus 3:9)

The Apostle Paul said to the church in Corinth, “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”  (1 Corinthians 1:10) 
· A CHURCH WHICH KNOWS GOD’S GRACE
“Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:24-26)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)
“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”  (Galatians 2:16)

· A CHURCH WHICH PREACHES AND ACKNOWLEDGES THE POWER OF REPENTANCE 

TRUE REPENTANCE IS THE DOORWAY TO GOD’S GRACE  (Repentance is the foundation of, and precedes faith) JESUS MUST BE BOTH OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR
TRUE REPENTANCE (which involves a choice of the will to turn from all those things which are wrong and to follow God’s ways and plan for our life) LIBERATES a new believer from all of the shame, guilt and regrets from the past.  This then enables them to experience the joy and peace, which comes from following God’s plan for their life, even during the storms of life.

A TRUE BELIEVER (WHO HAS REPENTED) WILL DEMONSTRATE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IN THEIR LIFE.  Love, Joy, peace, kindness and self-control will become more and more evident in the life of a true believer as they begin to grow in their faith. 
GOD CALLS ALL OF US TO REPENT:

“Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent.”  (Acts 17:30)

Jesus said to the Jews (Who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices),

“Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:2-3) 

Peter when preaching to the Jews said, 
“REPENT THEREFORE AND BE CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, SO THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.”  (Acts  3:19) 

The Apostle Paul said, “…I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Acts 20:20-21)

· A CHURCH WHICH WALKS IN LOVE
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 13:34-35)

“If you really fulfil the royal law according to the Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself,’ you do well;” (James 2:8)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

Does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails...”  (1 Corinthians 13:1-8)

The Apostle John also wrote, “And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave commandment.”  (1 John 3:23)
· A CHURCH WHICH PREACHES THE WORD

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged word, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  (Hebrews 4:12)

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  (Psalm 119:105)

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in season, whose leaf also shall not wither and whatever he does shall prosper.”     (Psalm 1:1-3)

· A WORSHIPPING CHURCH

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  (John 4:23-24)

“PRAISE the Lord!  For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and praise is beautiful.  (Psalm 147:1)

“PRAISE the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise in the assembly of saints.”  (Psalm 149:1)

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord.”  (Psalm 150:6)
· A PLACE WHERE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS FREE TO MOVE IN THE MEETINGS

· WE MUST ALWAYS MINISTER THE TRUTH IN LOVE
· GOD’S WORD MUST ALWAYS BE MINISTERED IN A LIFE GIVING WAY
· THE HOLY SPIRIT IS BOTH THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH (1 John 4:6,  John 16:13) AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE (Romans 8:2)

Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.”  (John 6:63)

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”     (2 Corinthians 3:5-6)

“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”       (2 Corinthians 3:17)

“…This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.  (Zechariah 4:6)

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  (Psalm 16:11)

OUR CHURCH BELIEVES IN THE FULL OPERATION OF THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS (1 Corinthians 12:1-11)

· A CHURCH THAT ACKNOWLEDGES THE IMPORTANCE OF ALL CHRISTIANS MEETING WITH OTHER BELIEVERS ON A REGULAR BASIS
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25)

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”  (Hebrews 4:12-13)

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  (1 John 1:7)

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”  (Acts 5:42)

· A CHURCH THAT EMPHASISES THE IMPORTANCE OF ALL BELIEVERS REACHING OUT TO THE LOST WITH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE NOW
Jesus said, “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’?  Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”  (John 4:35-36)

“And he who wins souls is wise.”  (Proverbs 11:30a)

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”  (Romans 10:15a) 

Jesus said to His disciples, 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;”  (Matthew 28:19-20a)

We all have a mission field and a part to play in reaping the Harvest.
· A CHURCH THAT ENCOURAGES ALL CHRISTIANS TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE 

This is the key to abundant life: It is only in obeying the voice of the Lord, and following God’s plan for our life, that we will experience the great joy and fulfilment that comes from doing His will, as we share in His sufferings.  (Philippians 3:7-10, James 1:2-3)
God wants all believers to have an intimate and loving relationship with Him.  If we truly LOVE the Lord we will want to obey His will for our life.

God wants our lives to be full of meaning and purpose, and for our lives to bear much fruit, which will last for all eternity. 

God also wants to use our lives to impact this hurting and sinful world with the truth of the gospel message: 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  (Ephesians  2:10)
TRUE DISCIPLESHIP ALWAYS INVOLVES GIVING ONE’S LIFE AWAY AND LIVING FOR JESUS CHRIST
Jesus said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.  If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”     (Matthew 16:24-25)

“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.     (Luke 14:33)

The apostle Paul said, 
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

THE GOSPEL OF GRACE 

Our salvation and right standing with God comes through repentance and Faith in Jesus Christ.  The Ten Commandments simply reveal that none of us are righteous and that we all need to come to Jesus Christ to receive His righteousness and the gift of eternal life.
“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and all who believe.  For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:21-23)

“For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  (Romans 4:3)

“just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: ‘Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; Blessed is the man to whom  the Lord shall not impute sin.”  (Romans 4:6-8)

The apostle Paul said, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”  (Romans 10:1-4)

“Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith, but after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  (Galatians 3:24-25)

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)
AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO WALK IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)  

“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”  (Galatians 5:18)

The person who is led by the Spirit (A TRUE BELIEVER) will do what is right freely, not by the compulsion of the law.  Thus he is not under the law’s bondage and condemnation.  A true believer, who loves Jesus, will freely want to obey His commands and His plan for their life. 

OUR CHRISTIAN WALK IS AN ONGOING LIFE OF FAITH (Walking in the Spirit)
“…The just shall live by faith.”  (Romans 1:17b)

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”  (Galatians 5:13-14)

“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”  (Galatians 5:16)

THE LORDS DAY (SABBATH DAY)

Sabbath means rest.  God gave the Sabbath day for our benefit.  He made the Sabbath for man and not man for the Sabbath.  We all need to spend one day a week resting with the Lord. (This day should be our best day)
The bible refers to three rests:

1) CREATION REST  (Genesis 2:1-3)

God rested on the seventh day after finishing his work of creation.  However His rest was interrupted by sin.  This is why Jesus healed many on the Sabbath Day.   Death and sickness resulted from sin entering the world.

After healing a man on the Sabbath, Jesus answered the Jews who were seeking to kill Him, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.”  (John 5:17)

Jesus also said, “I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.”  (John 9:4)

2) COVENANT REST (Exodus 31:13, 16)

The Old Testament Sabbath was for the Jews only.  It was given to them to bless them and to give them rest, however they made many other laws in relation to the Sabbath that it became more of a burden than a blessing.

“Speak also to the children of Israel, saying ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between ME and YOU throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.”  (Exodus 31:13)

“Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.”  (Exodus 31:16)

3) CALVARY REST (For all new testament believers)

Jesus finished His work of redemption on the cross and entered His rest on the third day when He arose from the dead with the keys to Death and Hades.  All believers enter into this Calvary rest when they are born again.

Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  (Matthew 11:28-29)  
JESUS IS OUR FINISHED REST

Jesus Christ arose from the dead on the first day of the week (A Sunday) and entered His rest.  

Unlike the Jews, the New Testament Church celebrated the day of the Lord on a Sunday,  (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, John 20:19-22, Acts 2:1, Rev. 1:10, Mark 16:9-11) but met regularly (even daily for some) (Acts 5:42) to have fellowship with one another.  The Lord’s Day (Sabbath Day) is to bless us and to enable us to renew our strength (Spiritual and Physical) for the coming week’s work.   

For the Lord’s Day to be our best day, we should endeavour to make it a: 

1) HOLY DAY (Our focus is on the Lord.  We make a habit of being in fellowship with the Lord and other believers). Children will grow up in the ways of the Lord if they see their parents making the Lord’s Day a special day.

2) HEALTHY DAY (We need to rest on this day.  Sabbath means rest).  We need to slow down and teach our children to experience tranquillity.

3) HAPPY DAY (Love / Not Legalism) We need to laugh / love / converse with our families.  The Lord’s Day needs to be a day of liberty to do His thing.  Some may ask what should I do and not do on this day.  SIMPLY ASK THE LORD.  He loves intimacy with you.  IT’S HIS DAY  (“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.”  (Colossians 2:16-17) 
HOWEVER, WE MUST NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THREE THINGS:

i) To walk in obedience and to be in a close relationship with the Lord.  We need to be ready to meet with Him today, should he come to rapture His church.

ii) To raise up and build up the next generation of Christians,    to ensure that the church continues to grow, and

iii) THAT WE HAVE AN URGENCY TO SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH THOSE WHO ARE LOST

May we all continue to love Jesus with all of our heart, soul and strength and to love each other as He loved us..  
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